19 August 2020

Hong Kong Container Terminal Operators Association Updates on additional
measures to contain the virus spread at Kwai Tsing Container Port

Hong Kong Container Terminal Operators Association (HKCTOA) would like to provide
an update on the new arrangements in rest areas for contractor workers at the terminals
in order to contain the spread of COVID-19 and safeguard the health and well-being of
all people working at the container terminals.

“All members of the Association have taken prompt actions to address the conditions of
rest areas for contractor workers. They have worked closely with all the relevant
contractors to provide additional facilities for use by contractor workers,” a spokesperson
of HKCTOA said.

“Additional facilities including vacant indoor spaces and other modular units have been
made available to limit the number of beds in each area, giving adequate space for social
distancing among workers. Partitions are also put up for each bed to provide additional
protection. Terminal operators are also working with contractors to put in place a number
of measures to minimise cross-infection which include daily cleaning with 1:99 diluted
bleach water and thorough disinfection on a weekly basis, installation of air purifiers, and
provision of disinfectants and hand sanitisers to workers,” the spokesperson added. “We
would also like to clarify that workers have to use their own personal bedding items.

At the same time, terminal operators are making all efforts to distribute test kits and return
specimens for testing from people working at the terminals as soon as possible. As of
yesterday, we have already returned more than 3,800 specimens for testing, which
already covered more than 80% of the first batch of test kits received last week. We
expect to complete the rest within this week.

HKCTOA members have taken stringent measures since the end of January to protect
all people at the terminals and will continue to work with the government to review and
enhance measures if necessary. They will also continue to work with all contractors to
ensure all their staff facilities are in good condition and with good hygiene.
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